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Panaderia La Central, 2218 N. California Ave., closed last year after 35 years in Logan Square. Many of its customers were
priced out of the neighborhood.

MINA BLOOM / BLOCK CLUB CHICAGO

LOGAN SQUARE, HUMBOLDT PARK, AVONDALE

Affordable Rental Options Vanishing Rapidly
In Logan Square, Jefferson Park, New Study
Shows
The study highlights the quick pace of change in affordable rental
units — and the falling population of lower-income renters — in
neighborhoods like Logan Square.
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LOGAN SQUARE — North and Northwest side neighborhoods are quickly
losing affordable rentals, a new study found.

The 2019 State of Rental Housing in Cook County report found affordable
rental stock is falling throughout the city, but particularly in neighborhoods
like Logan Square and Jefferson Park. At the same time, Chicago’s losing its
lower-income renters and more are moving into units they can’t really
afford.

Affordable rental stock fell by 4.9 percent throughout the city between 2012
and 2017, according to the report. But the biggest drops in affordable rental
units were seen on the North and Northwest sides:

Portage Park and Jefferson Park saw a 13.1 percent drop

Logan Square and Avondale saw a 12 percent drop

Irving Park and Albany Park saw a 10.9 percent drop

Lincoln Square and North Center saw a 10.7 percent drop

The housing was lost due to rent increases, building sales and demolition,
according to the report. Affordable rentals were defined as stock affordable
to households earning $37,641 annually.

The sharp decline in affordable rental availability meant that, as of 2015-
2017, just 28.4 percent of Logan Square/Avondale’s units and 21.9 percent of
Lincoln Square/North Center’s units were considered affordable, far below
the citywide average of 40.4 percent, according to the report.

Portage Park/Jefferson Park and Irving Park/Albany Park were closer to the
city average, with 35.7 and 34.3 percent of those areas’ rental units

https://www.housingstudies.org/releases/state-rental-2019/?utm_source=Institute+for+Housing+Studies+Updates+and+News&utm_campaign=d0cefa76e9-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_04_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cf6653d539-d0cefa76e9-132795313
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considered affordable, respectively.

As the affordable rental supply dwindles, so too does Chicago’s population
of lower-income renters. The citywide share of renters who were lower-
income fell by 2.7 percent between 2012 and 2017, according to the report.

“While some of this loss may be attributed to economic improvement and
renters earning higher incomes, it is also likely that some of this loss is due
to lower-income renters leaving the city,” according to the report.

The Logan Square and Avondale area saw its share of lower-income renters
drop by 9 percent, second in the city only to the Gage Park and West Lawn
area, which saw a 9.6 percent drop in its share of lower-income renters. But
while affordability has increased for lower-income renters in the Gage Park
and West Lawn area, affordability decreased for those in Logan Square and
Avondale, a gentrification battleground that has seen its rents rise as it’s
become “trendier” among big-name businesses and higher-income renters
and homeowners.

And citywide, 4.1 percent more low-income renters are now living in high-
priced rental units — meaning they could be more vulnerable to housing
insecurity, according to the report.

Lincoln Square/North Center and the Loop/surrounding areas saw the
biggest jump in lower-income renters living in unaffordable housing, with
14.6 and 14.7 percent increases in those areas, respectively.

The report was put together by the Institute for Housing Studies at DePaul
University using county and city housing data from several years.
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Share this:

A daily dose of neighborhood news delivered to your inbox every morning.

This map shows changes in affordable rentals:
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UPTOWN, EDGEWATER, ROGERS PARK

First Slice Pie Is Getting A Brand Makeover. Join The Celebration And You
Could Win Free Pie For A Year
Thanks to a $10,000 national grant, there will be fresh menus, a new logo and other surprises Saturday.
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LINCOLN PARK, OLD TOWN

100 Hot Dogs Being Given Away At Wieners Circle Tonight. Here’s How To
Get Yours
The wieners will be given away during "Hot Dog Happy Hour" on Thursday.

Kelly Bauer
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PILSEN, LITTLE VILLAGE, WEST LOOP

19-Story Fulton Market Office Tower Sails Through Zoning, Heads To City
Council Next Month
The proposal will go before the City Council next month on May 20.

Mauricio Peña

APR 25, 2019 10:47AM CDT
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