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ROGERS PARK — A new study highlights the
growing need for affordable housing on the city's
North Side as buildings like the Astor House in
Rogers Park and the Wilson Tower in Uptown are
converted to market-rate units.

The DePaul University study finds that an area
defined as Rogers Park, Edgewater and Uptown
saw a 1.4 percent increase in people renting.
Overall, the city saw a 10.3 percent increase in
renters.

Both the supply of and demand for affordable
housing on the Far North Side, however, proved to be more than in any other area throughout the city.

In 2011, more than 31,300 households earning 150 percent of the poverty level were paying 30 percent or
less — up to $863 — of their monthly income toward rent.

The demand was 20.4 percent more than what was available, leaving 8,044 households without affordable
housing as defined by the study.

"Coming out of the market collapse, you're seeing those distinctions becoming sharpened in some ways,"
said Geoff Smith, co-author of the study and executive director of the institute.

Smith said the loss of affordable housing units on the city's North Side had been "an issue in the years
leading up to the housing crash — when we had a really strong market."

And now, as the rental market rebounds, he said, more and more affordable units are disappearing.

This trend, according to the study, shows "a growing gap between the supply of and demand for
affordable rental housing."

In Chicago, the gap grew by 8 percent between 2007 and 2011.

In more recent years, affordable housing units — often on the hook by the city for building code violations
— have been bought on the Far North Side by developers looking to turn a profit on market-rate units.

Rogers Park's Astor House, for example, was bought by Jamie Purcell of BJB Properties and since then
many of the low-income tenants have either been evicted or asked to find other housing by the building's
management.

For some, it wasn't the first time being forced to leave by BJB.

Several residents said they had been renters at Lakeview's Chateau Hotel before being evicted by BJB,
leading some to board a bus to protest outside Jamie Purcell's Park Ridge home on April 6.

Another developer, Jay Michael of Cedar Street properties, bought seven distressed buildings in Rogers
Park, Edgewater and Uptown with plans to market the units as "chic" and "hotel-grade" under the name
FLATS Chicago.

The Lakeview Action Coalition, a neighborhood activist organization, estimates the North Side has lost
nearly 2,000 affordable units in the past three years.

Smith, of the housing institute, said the loss of housing was a "concern" and that future policies should

SEARCH

Rogers Park & Edgewater See next Rogers Park & Edgewater article 

NEWS EVENTS FOOD & DRINK CHI KIDS WEATHER SWEEPSTAKESNEIGHBORHOODS

Affordable Housing Demand Unmet on Far North Side: Report - DNAinfo... http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20130430/rogers-park/affordable-housi...

1 of 3 5/3/2013 10:45 AM



DNAinfo.com Chicago

Like

4,721 people like DNAinfo.com Chicago.

Facebook social plugin

preserve quality affordable housing.

"How do you ensure that there is affordable housing?" he said. "That’s got to be a question going forward."
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Tom Heineman · Owner/ President at Tom Heineman Enterprises

More affordable housing is needed in Lincoln Park, Lakeview, Wrigleyview, near north, near west and near
south sides. Rogers Park and Uptown have more than their fair share of affordable housing. Why no clamor
for affordable housing in the north shore or west suburbs?

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · Tuesday at 9:01am

View 3 more
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Michael Luckenbach · · Works at Kassis Realty Group

No kidding! Notice what they don’t provide here are the ‘numbers’, i.e., how many TOTAL
subsidized (affordable) rental units are there in Rogers Park as compared to the overall total
number of rental units…..and where they are located in terms of areas (blocks) within the
community.

Reply · Like · Tuesday at 9:23am

Rudolph Bliefernick ·  Top Commenter · Truman College

"Wrigleyview"

Always nice to hear from a real estate expert!

Reply · Like · Tuesday at 2:32pm

Rudolph Bliefernick ·  Top Commenter · Truman College

"Kassis Realty Group 6219 N Clark St"

Looks like a bit of a conflict of interest there.

Reply · Like · Tuesday at 2:33pm

Mimi Markels Harris · Roosevelt University

The great strength of Uptown, Edgewater & Rogers Park is in their diversity of race, culture, ethnicity and
income. It makes them a model for the USof A. To have this we need all levels of housing.For some people
any affordable housing is too much! So, no, we don't have too much affordable housing. We have too little.
Otherwise our neighbors wouldn't be being displaced! I'm an owner but there ismore to life than property
values! Hello?

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · Wednesday at 10:18pm1
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Jarvis Square Wine Tastings

It's only Monday, but the wine is flowing at Jarvis
Square, with food and wine tasting at 5 p.m.

Time: 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: 1506 Jarvis Avenue
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Upcoming Events

Participatory Budgeting Election
Day
Date: May 4, 2013 - May 4, 2013
Location: 7212 N. Clark St.
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Loyola Senior Art Exhibition
Date: May 4, 2013 - Jun 22, 2013
Location: 1131 W. Sheridan Road
Time: All Day

Jarvis Square Wine Tastings
Date: Apr 5, 2013 - Apr 5, 2016
Location: 1506 Jarvis Avenue
Time: 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Open Mic Poetry and Music
Date: Jan 16, 2013 - Dec 1, 2014
Location: 7006 N Glenwood
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