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What would that mean for downtown offices, residents and all the businesses that once served a busy,
vibrant central business district?
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What would that mean for downtown offices, residents and all the businesses that once served a busy,
vibrant central business district?
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the course of several months they exchanged shut-down Chicago parks for a big backyard and a
waterside deck. She sold her Chicago real estate firm, and he moved his from a South Loop office
to their Indiana home.

"We reserve our right to move back to Chicago someday," Dudley Beyler says, "but | don't know
when that would be."

As heads of their own firms, both the Beylers were more free to pilot their own shift than most
people who work for somebody else. But their story is a familiar one in 2020, the year of working,
schooling and working out at home. The first few weeks of hunkering down at home felt
improvised. As the months have worn on, Chicagoans cut loose from commuting between home
Wkatt] would that n])elan for downtown offices, resit Wfls an? all]the businesse téua[ qnﬁe served a busy,
and work have been able to pursue t g question. What if where you work didn't have anything to do
vibrant central business district?

with where you live anymore?

Within a certain class of jobs—professional work that can be performed almost entirely with a
computer and a phone—countless people have had the opportunity to put together an answer.
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downtown job cores. From farther afield, Tulsa, Okla., Savannah, Ga., and Barbados all dangled
incentives to lure remote workers.

"There's been a great re-sorting," says Elizabeth Tandy Shermer, an associate professor of history at
Loyola University Chicago who studies urban history and regional development. "People are making
decisions about where they want to live without having to think about things like, how will | get back

Large numbers of people suddenly HA¥@™ ReAHA PHBSIRFiIERE W as rare before this year: A Stanford
University economist found that this year, there were more people working remotely, 42 percent of
the U.S. labor force, than at their businesses' premises, 26 percent. (The others, about 32 percent,
were not working.)

Whether it turns out to be short-lived, confined to the span of this single pandemic, or a longer-term
change in the way we work, this year of working from home represents a rupture in the age-old link
between where we live and where we work.

It seems simplistic to say so, but that's what cities are: places where people live because they can
make a living there. There are countless other amenities that make a city thrive, including the arts,
schools, social opportunities and recreation, but without people who live and work nearby, those
dry up.
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What would that mean for downtown offices, residents and all the businesses that once served a busy,
vibrant central business district?

The steel industry fed the South Side and south suburban housing booms of the 20th
century.
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adquarters in the fir that century, an ater to the nort west suburbs around its
offices'there. .
Hoffman Estates headquarters in the 1990s.
"It's a fundamental tenet of urban development: the concentric circle," says Joe Schwieterman,

director of DePaul University's Chaddick Institute for Metropolitan Development. Housing locations
tend to revolve around workplaces.

For some workers, but certainly not for all, 2020 is the year the circle broke.

For the essential workers and others whose jobs remained tied to a work site, getting through the
pande Mihathveau v dat e fertdog mewnratfice st residigntst epdail lithe businensis Hrad anoelcdavedBabdsy,
others, their list of options suddenlyvi¥@t central business district?

An economic development agency in western Michigan spotted an opportunity in the rupture of the
link between jobs and housing. Long accustomed to wooing employers to come to the area around
Benton Harbor and St. Joseph, the Cornerstone Alliance pivoted to pitching remote workers one at
a time. In October, the group began offering $15,000 in forgivable loans to people who move to the
area, buy a home, put down roots in the form of getting a driver's license or some other signifier of
being a permanent resident, and—the most critical part—bring with them a job working remotely for
an employer outside the area.

The program, called Move to Michigan, was a response to the immediate situation, but according to
Rob Cleveland, Cornerstone's president and CEQ, it's likely to last long after the coronavirus is under
control, at least as part of a program that would also include pitching employers to come to town.
"Ten or 15 years from now, we'll still be doing somethiag like.thisitGleveland-forecastss We-can say
" nERAUY KRk taRHY:a live in Silicon Valley, look what we have here.
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An economic development agency in the area around St. Joseph, Mich., began pitching remote workers one at a time.
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selling in Rogers Park and moving north to Waukegan, for example.

If that happens, the transplants aren't going to forsake all the richness of a city and go live in
isolation on farms. Not only will they still be looking for good schools, proximity to churches and
other attributes, but "you're still going to want the coffee shop you can walk to, the amenities of a
downtown area,’ Schwieterman says. Those often coexist with Metra stations, which will make the
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distribution facilities built by Amazon, Walmart, Ikea and others. Private employment grew by
almost 75 percent in Will County in the first two decades of the 21st century. People employed
there, Winfrey says, "move over here to be close to their jobs," which has helped make it one of the
most active new homebuilding parts of the region, according to reports from Tracy Cross &
Associates, a Schaumburg-based consultancy to the homebuilding industry.

Echoing Tandy Sherman's notion of pre-crisis trends accelerating, Winfrey says that the maturation
of her county's job and housing profiles in recent years "sets us on a good footing" to welcome
people who want to "move out of the city, but not be too far from it. We're 45 minutes from
downtown Chicago." In October, a report from Zillow and Yelp said something similar, giving Joliet

high miéihia ouldcitghaes)i fr dbfertognadfiorek inésitents iangl ah dhehlsusimessitsabad baceisproedsitiesy, big
metropolitan hub. vibrant central business district?
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Working remotely

More people are working remotely in 2020 than going into their workplace.
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"but you won't have to be sitting up at your breakfast bar for a Zoom call, with your messy
apartment behind you."

Nobody expects the city to empty out, from people forsaking the big city in search of little versions
of the same. For those who remain where they are, whether it's a city neighborhood or a suburb,
"the area around the place you live is going to become more important in your day if you're not
leaving your house as much to go to your job," says Geoff Smith, director of the Institute for
Housing Studies at DePaul University.

The notion that built Starbucks—that aside from work and home, everyone needs a third place—will

weigh more if the workplace's prominence in our routines is curtailed.
What would that mean for downtown offices, residents and all the businesses that once served a busy,
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